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Dr Ursula von der Leyen                                                        
President 
European Commission 

                                                                                                      by e-mail 
Brussels, 19 March 2020 
 
 
Dear President von der Leyen, 
 
 

EPF support for the call for action on short-term holiday rentals by the cities of 
Amsterdam, Athens, Barcelona, Berlin, Bologna, Bordeaux, Brussels, Cologne, 

Florence, Frankfurt, Helsinki, Krakow, London, Milan, Munich, Paris, Porto, Prague, 
Utrecht, Valencia, Vienna and Warsaw 

 
 
 
The European Property Federation (EPF) represents owners, investors, landlords, building 
managers and brokers in real estate including the real estate companies of the institutional 
investors (banks, insurance companies, pension funds). 
 
Since EPF’s foundation, we have supported and promoted the free movement of real estate 
services and investment capital (the second largest intra-European investment flow) and have 
intervened with the Commission to protect these freedoms when they were threatened. 
 
It is in the same spirit and with the object of ensuring a level EU real estate playing field that we 
support the call of the above cities for EU action on short-term holiday rental platforms and ask 
that the Commission’s new legislative framework for the Digital Single Market ensure: 
 

1. That holiday rental platforms be obliged to share relevant data with city administrations 
 

2. That where national or local registration schemes apply, short-term holiday rentals be 
obliged to publish the registration numbers of their listings 

 
3. That as controls of short-term holiday rental platforms in some member states are very 

light, and platforms from those states are fanning out all over the Union without local 
administrations being able to stop them due to the EU ‘home country control’ rule, the 
only solution is EU framework legislation including the removal of social housing apartments from 
platform listings. This last aspect is very important as social housing used for holiday rental 
negates the very purpose of social housing and creates a situation where state aid is being 
used either directly by the tenant or by the social housing company to compete with 
private landlords for middle-income tenants, a practice forbidden by EU law and case 
law. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zbrv0SAH9SQ2AfH1aLESkymf8IJQfn_E/view
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Bottom line: a form of real estate rental considered by the above cities to be damaging the fabric 
of their historical centres is surfing on a combination of unregulated technology and home 
country control that is not balanced by a proper EU regulatory framework enabling cities to 
protect the very essence of their quality of life. 
 
We are at the disposal of the Commission services for any assistance they may need. 
 
We wish you and your colleagues good health and fortitude in these testing times. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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Liviu Tudor 
President 
 

 
 

 
 
Alain Duffoux 
Chairman of the Managing Committee 

 
  
 
  


